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Natural Areas of Cook County
    Cranberry Slough Nature Preserve
“. . . known for its unique peat bog community populated by sphagnum moss and other plant survivors 
from post-glacial times”  
                                                                                                                                                Eugene Bender, Chicago Wilderness Magazine, Into the Wild
     The sweeping vistas of Cranberry Slough Nature Preserve are unmatched in the Chicago region.  The 372-acre 
preserve is embedded within Palos Forest Preserve’s 14,000 acres, creating a powerful visage of verdant hills and 
luxurious valleys. The preserve’s namesake, cranberry shrub, is extremely rare in this region. Cranberries grow in peat 
bogs, where they have survived for thousands of years as relics when northern plants were pushed southward by the 
glaciers. After the ice receded north, cranberry was only able to persist in soils of nutrient-poor peat and sphagnum 
moss with very high acidity. As this habitat type is extremely sensitive to disturbance, such relic plants are very rare and 
their existence tenuous. If the soil or hydrology is altered, the plants rapidly disappear. Before Cranberry Slough came 
under ecological management, road building and drainage ditches lowered the site’s water table by almost one meter, 
and many rare species were lost, including cranberries. However, a stalwart volunteer corps is actively restoring the 
site with prescribed fire, native prairie and woodland seedings, and vigilant removal of exotic, invasive plants. Two 
hundred and ninety-one native plants are now found in the preserve: these include the fire pink, wild hyacinth, and a 
rare, endangered bluegrass in the oak savannah-woods; blazing star and penstemon in grasslands; and a carnivorous, 
aquatic, bladderwort in the bog. Glacial kettlehole depressions also created vernal ponds, marsh, and sedge meadow 
habitats in the preserve that support herons, egrets, grebes, ducks, moorhens, gulls, and swallows.  Beaver, tiger 
salamanders, chorus frogs, and spring peepers are also common. In the broad, open, savanna trees on the hillsides 
that overlook the valley, you’ll find all manner of warblers during bird migration. With 35 miles of packed earth and 
crushed limestone trails meandering around Cranberry Slough, there’s plenty to see amidst these verdant hills and 
emerald valleys. 
Take 95th St. just over one mile west from LaGrange Rd. (45) to Country Lane Woods parking 
lot on the south side of road. Follow foot paths and bike trail east into preserve.
Front cover, woodlands, bullheads, and deer courtesy 
of Dr. Dennis Nyberg. Other photos by INHS staff.
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